


d i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s

1. At the beginning of the novel, Katie has just been left by her fiancé. How does this affect 
her first reaction to Cassidy? Do you think Katie would have felt differently about Cassidy if 
they’d met at another time? Why or why not?

2. When we meet Cassidy, she’s routinely staying out late at Metropolis and then is up early to 
exercise and head to work. Why does she refuse to slow down? How does Katie challenge 
Cassidy’s habits? How is Cassidy different at the end of the novel?

3. Do you feel more similar to Cassidy’s character, or to Katie’s? Discuss why.

4. When Cassidy first visits Katie’s apartment, she’s resentful of Katie’s family photos—
“suspicious of any group that fit so seamlessly in this world, at least on the surface” (p. 43). 
How does the novel explore traditional versus nontraditional families? Does Cassidy’s initial 
judgment of Katie’s background change once she gets to know Katie? If so, how? Do you 
relate to Katie’s family?

5. On p. 59, Katie asks Cassidy, “Were you always this way?” and Cassidy reflects on when she 
first found her signature style. Is there a point in your own life at which you’ve made a major 
appearance change? If so, why? What message do you think your hair and clothing send to 
others? Do you think this message is true to who you are? Why or why not?

6. Discuss Cassidy’s friendship with Gina and the other women at Metropolis. Why do you 
think these women have such close relationships? Did any of Cassidy’s friends remind you 
of your own? 

7. Metropolis is clearly a second home to Cassidy and to many others. Do you have somewhere 
like Metropolis in your own life? If so, where? What do you feel this space offers you? 

8. At its heart, When Katie Met Cassidy is a romantic comedy, but it also tackles important 
questions of sexuality, gender, and our expectations of love. Were you surprised by how 
Katie and Cassidy’s relationship evolves? Did the novel challenge your assumptions about 
sexuality? What about gender? If so, how?

9. When Katie attempts to fill out an online dating profile, she’s stumped by the prompt asking 
what she’s looking for (p. 70). Why do you think it’s so hard for her to identify what she 
wants? Do you know the answer to this question for yourself? What do you think Katie’s 
answer to this question would be at the end of the novel?

10. Discuss New York City as the setting for this story. What does the city mean to Katie? To 
Cassidy? How would the novel be different if it was set elsewhere?

11. Where you surprised by the ending? Why or why not?



a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h

Camille Perri
What is When Katie Met Cassidy about?

When Katie Met Cassidy is a romantic comedy 
about gender and sexuality. Katie Daniels, a per-
fection-seeking 28-year-old heretofore straight 
woman with a strong set of traditional values, 
encounters and is drawn to Cassidy Price, a gay, 
promiscuous, gender-nonconforming lawyer. Ka-
tie and Cassidy start to fall in love, and as a result, 
each begins to look at herself through new eyes 
and reevaluate her trajectory.

At its core, the novel is about the importance 
of figuring out who we are, in order to go after 
what we truly want.

Tell us a little bit about the main characters, Ka-
tie and Cassidy.

Katie was born and raised in Kentucky. She’s a 
good girl, a people pleaser, and a rule follow-
er. Cassidy is a native New Yorker—who on first 
look Katie mistakes for a man. Katie likes to wear 
dresses. Cassidy likes to wear custom-made 
men’s suits.

A close reader will notice they’re both highly 
concerned with appearances, but this concern 
displays itself in opposite ways. Katie’s driving 
characteristic is that she wants to be approved of. 
It’s hard for her not to be liked, and this affects 
many of her decisions. Cassidy’s driving charac-
teristic is that way deep down she yearns to be 
loved, but she behaves in ways completely anti-
thetical to that. Simply put:  Cassidy needs to be 
loved, while Katie needs to be liked. This is the 
root of much of their conflict.

The book is a twist on the traditional “boy meets 
girl.” Why did you feel it was important to show-
case Katie and Cassidy’s relationship using the 
format of a romantic comedy?

In gender and sexuality studies, there’s a con-
cept called “queering,” which basically means 
reevaluating or culturally reappropriating some-
thing with an eye toward sexuality and gender. 
With When Katie Met Cassidy, I’m queering the 
traditional romantic comedy. What I consider 
radical about this book is that no one dies or 
gets sick, no one suffers a tragic identity-based 
misfortune—which is unfortunately often the 
case when it comes to stories that involve the 
LGBTQ community.
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In general, I’m also a fan of simple stories with 
complicated emotions. 

When Katie meets Cassidy’s tight-knit group 
of friends at the bar Metropolis, she glimpses 
a world she’s never seen before. What aspects 
of lesbian culture were most important to you 
to portray?

Aside from the pure wild abandon that happens 
when there are no straight men around, it was 
important to me to illustrate just how much the 
queer community really is a community, and how 
queer spaces are essential to that. I wanted to 
show how this Metropolis group, many of whom 
may have been outcasts in the places they’re 

from, or grew up misunderstood, are finally, in 
the confines of this dilapidated bar, free to be 
themselves in whatever shape or form that takes. 

Katie, as someone who grew up in a strong 
family-oriented setting, is struck by this—the ex-
tent to which these characters she’s introduced 
to through Metropolis serve as one another’s 
families. This is certainly true for Cassidy, who 
we understand grew up with lukewarm support 
from her parents. 

Popular culture has begun to embrace women 
taking charge of their sexuality—with TV shows 
such as Broad City and Girls reaching large au-
diences. Do you think mainstream audiences are 
ready for a book that celebrates women reject-
ing traditional roles, as Katie and Cassidy do?

As someone who’s been thinking critically about 
these issues since the late 90’s, and who’s  known 
since then that I would one day try to write a nov-
el tackling this subject, it is almost unbelievable 
to me just how much mainstream audiences are 
not only ready for a book that celebrates women 
rejecting traditional roles, but are starving for it. 

There’s a lot of sex in this book. Are there chal-
lenges to writing a good sex scene?

Is there a lot of sex in this book? I hadn’t noticed. 
Yes, rule of thumb when it comes to writing a 
good sex scene is: Just Don’t. Conventional writ-
ers’ wisdom says the same thing about attempt-
ing humor—tread carefully! I guess I like to live 
on the edge.

Many books about self-acceptance and sexuali-
ty feature characters just at the cusp of adult-
hood, but Katie, at 28, and Cassidy, at age 30, 
are adults with successful careers. Why did you 
choose to write a book with characters at this 
stage of their lives?

I chose these ages for Katie and Cassidy for very 
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specific reasons. I wanted them to already be a 
bit deep into the groove of their lives, to make it 
that much harder on them when everything gets 
shaken up. I’m also fascinated by what happens 
to many of us around 27, 28 (what astrologists and 
many lesbians would refer to as the Saturn Re-
turn). You’re already an adult, but that very idea—
whoa, when did I become an adult?—can be a jolt. 

At 28, Katie is looking at her life and all of a 
sudden thinking: How is it possible that I’m this 
age and I’m still not totally sure who I am? Cassi-
dy, at 30, has passed through this already, but is 
still clinging to her youth with everything she’s 
got. Cassidy’s deal is that she recognizes she’s 
aging out of her lifestyle, but isn’t sure what kind 
of life she wants to age into.

I’d also like to add that many, many people 
“come out” or unexpectedly change their line of 
thinking in regard to desire and sexuality much 
later in life than the cusp of adulthood. I wanted 
to write about this kind of change, which obvious-
ly gets much less treatment.

When Katie Met Cassidy is a light-hearted book, 
but it addresses real issues of LGBTQ identity. 
What do you hope readers will take away from it?

I definitely set out to write this book in a way 
that would appeal equally to “straight” and 

“queer” readers. This is the main reason I chose to  
alternate between Katie’s and Cassidy’s point 
of view. Depending on what personal experi-
ence you bring to this novel, Katie might be your 
touchstone or Cassidy might be your touchstone. 
For some readers, a story about a successful,  
desirable, unapologetic queer woman is what will 
resonate most deeply. For others, what will be 
most interesting is the story of a woman not in 
the queer community, and not at all wired that 
way, finding herself attracted to a woman for 
the first time. Either way, everyone gets to ex-
perience all of it. And first and foremost my top 
priority was to write a fun, highly accessible and 
entertaining story. 

It’s been a tumultuous few years in politics. 
Does this book’s message that “love is love” 
stand out as radical in the current social and 
political climate?

I was about three quarters of the way done with 
this book when the electoral college epic fail of 
the election of Donald Trump happened. Sudden-
ly writing a novel felt existentially pointless. But 
after a few weeks of mourning, I realized how im-
portant it was to remember the ways the person-
al is political and the political is personal. Visibili-
ty, representation, and protecting our freedom to 
be who we want to be, and love who we want to 
love, felt more imperative than ever. 

When Katie Met Cassidy isn’t about politics, 
but the fact that it exists is political. A celebratory 
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queer love story in the midst of all the  
hatred and bigotry present in our daily 
collective conscious is, as far as I’m con-
cerned, a form of resistance.  

You are active in the queer community. 
Have you brought any of your own past 
experiences to the novel?

I honestly feel like I’ve been collecting 
material for this novel my entire life. That 
said, none of the events in the book hap-
pened to me, and neither Katie nor Cas-
sidy is intended to be a stand-in for me 
in any way. The emotional heart of the 
book, though, that’s real. And the part 
about girls wrestling each other on filthy 
barroom floors. That’s also real. 

In the Epilogue, Katie and Cassidy decide 
on a future together. Will we see more of 
this couple in a forthcoming book?

I don’t have any plans to write a sequel 
to this book, but I do feel that Katie and 
Cassidy’s story, and the stories of all 
the characters we encounter at the Met, 
have the potential to evolve. We’ll see 
what form that takes. For now I’m keep-
ing an open mind.

Wet your lips

o l d - f a s h i o n e d 
I n g r e d i e n t s
1 sugar cube

1 teaspoon water

1 dash bitters 

2 fluid oz. whiskey

D i r e c t i o n s
Muddle sugar cube, water, and bitters  
in a glass for 1 minute.

Pour in whiskey and stir for an  
additional minute.

Squeeze the lemon twist over 
the glass and drop it in.

Add ice cubes.

Garnish with slice of orange.

Serves one.

1 lemon twist

ice cubes

1 orange slice,  
for garnish

w h i s k e y  s o u r s
I n g r e d i e n t s
1 ½ cans frozen orange  
juice concentrate,  
thawed

½ can frozen lemonade  
concentrate, thawed

8 cups of water

D i r e c t i o n s
In a large pitcher, stir together the orange 
juice concentrate, lemonade concentrate, 
and water until well blended.

Stir in whiskey.

Garnish with cherries and orange slices.

Serves twelve.

1 cup of whiskey

12 maraschino 
cherries

12 orange slices,  
for garnish


